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Here, however, a question may naturally be suggested
which our exposition must not evade. If veracity is put
under the protection of the highest spring of action, it
would seem to be unconditionally obligatory; for no inferior
must be permitted to supplant it; and superior it has none
Are we then precluded fiom even considering such pleas
of exception as moralists have held to justify the practice
of deception in extreme cases, where nothing else can save
life, or its best contents, for ourselves or for otir friend?
Must the enemy, the murderer, the madman, be enabled
to wreak his will upon his victim by our agency in putting
him on the right track? Must the physician not mind
killing his patient to-day by telling him that his malady
will take him off within a year? These exceptions are
usually and easily vindicated on utilitarian principles, when
the balance of social advantage has alone to be considered;
but are supposed to be excluded &j>riori\>y every doctrine
of intuitive morality. Whether room can be found for
them within such doctrine depends, however, upon the
exact scope of the assumed intuition; we must ask, * What
is it precisely that it authorises and bids us take on trust ?'
Let us, then, carry this question to each of the two sources
in our nature for the felt authority of veracity, the one for
relative truth, the other for reality, viz the common postu-
late of language, and the claims upon us of the objective
order of the world.

The postulate or 'common understanding' (as it is
called) involved in speech is certainly coextensive, in the
obligation which it carries, with the social organism of
which language is the instrument, and the ends of which
it is an effort to subserve. But what is the extent of that
organism ? Does it include all who can speak and construe
speech? Is there no other qualification for membership
than command of the vernacular tongue? Not so; for
many who exercise this function every society cuts off from
itself, and holds in durance, or drives away as outlaws
whose rights are forfeited. If the protection of law ceases